FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

COLLECT, READINGS, HYMNS & SONGS
COLLECT FOR THE DAY
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in the burning
fire of your love: grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the
gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be found steadfast in faith and active
in service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

CREATION SEASON COLLECT

Glorious God, the whole creation proclaims your marvellous work: increase in us a
capacity to wonder and delight in it, that heaven’s praise may echo in our hearts
and our lives be spent as good stewards of the earth, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 11:1-9
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

'A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots. *The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear
of the Lord. *His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what
his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; *but with righteousness he shall
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the
wicked. °Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt
around his loins. °The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead
them. "The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the
asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. *They will not hurt
or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of
the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

SECOND READING Romans 8:18-25
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

8] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory about to be revealed to us. **For the creation waits with eager longing
for the revealing of the children of God; *°for the creation was subjected to futility,
not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, 2!in hope that the
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. *We know that the whole creation has



been groaning in labour pains until now; ?and not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. **For in hope we were saved. Now hope
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? *But if we hope for what
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

GOSPEL Luke 4:16-21
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, "and the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the
place where it was written: ®The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, **to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ *°And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to
the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.
'Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.

HYMNS & SONGS DURING THE SERVICE
Opening: AM 104 For the beauty of the earth

Children's: And God said

1 And God said the sun should shine, 2 And God said the grass should grow,
The rain should fall, the flowers should The trees bear fruit, the winds should

grow, blow,
And God said the birds should sing, And God said the streams should flow,
And it was so, was so. And it was so, was so.

Words: Colin Buchanan
© Johnie B Wood

Gradual: Ascribe greatness to our God

'Ascribe greatness to our God, the Rock,
his work is perfect and all his ways are just.
Ascribe greatness to our God, the Rock,
his work is perfect and all his ways are just.

A God of faithfulness and without injustice,
good and upright is he;
a God of faithfulness and without injustice,
good and upright is he.

Words: P West, M L Locke & M Kirkbride © M Kirkbride Barthow & M L King



Offertory: Beauty for brokenness

'Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair,
Lord, in your suffering world this is our prayer:
bread for the children, justice, joy, peace;
sunrise to sunset, your kingdom increase!

*Shelter for fragile lives, cures for their ills,

work for the craftsmen, trade for their skills;

land for the dispossessed, rights for the weak,
voices to plead the cause of those who can't speak.

God of the poor, friend of the weak,

give us compassion we pray:

melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain;
come, change our love from a spark to a flame.

Refuge from cruel wars, havens from fear,

cities for sanctuary, freedoms to share;

peace to the killing-fields, scorched earth to green,
Christ for the bitterness, his cross for the pain.

“Rest for the ravaged earth, oceans and streams
plundered and poisoned - our future, our dreams.
Lord, end our madness, carelessness, greed;
make us content with the things that we need.

God of the poor, friend of the weak,

give us compassion we pray:

melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain;
come, change our love from a spark to a flame.

"Lighten our darkness, breathe on this flame
until your justice burns brightly again;

until the nations learn of your ways,

seek your salvation and bring you their praise.

God of the poor, friend of the weak,

give us compassion we pray:

melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain,;
come, change our love from a spark to a flame.

Words: Graham Kendrick
© 1993 Make Way Music



Final: I, the Lord of sea and sky

'1, the Lord of sea and sky,

I have heard my people cry.

All who dwell in dark and sin

my hand will save.

I who made the stars of night,

I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall T send?

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?

I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, If you lead me.

I will hold your people in my heart.

’I, the Lord of snow and rain,

I have borne my people's pain.

I have wept for love of them.
They turn away.

I will break their hearts of stone,
give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them.
Whom shall T send?

Here I am.....

31, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them.

My hand will save.

Finest bread I will provide

till their hearts be satisfied.

I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send?

Here I am.....

Words: Daniel L Schutte © 1981 Daniel L Schutte



